
Subject:  ASO News - May 11, 2012 
 
APS/CNM/EMC Users Meeting:  Argonne hosted the 2012 Users Meeting for the Advanced Photon 
Source (APS), Center for Nanoscale Materials (CNM) and Electron Microscopy Center (EMC) user 
communities this week.  The meeting was attended by approximately 500 users and speakers.  In the 
Opening Session, the guest speakers included Judy Biggert (U.S. Representative to the 13th Congressional 
District of Illinois) and Richard Harris (Science Desk Correspondent for NPR).  In the APS Plenary Session, 
George Srajer (Argonne’s APS Upgrade Project Director) made a presentation about the upgrade project 
and highlighted the roadmap process used and scenarios for potential future beamline locations of 
programs at APS sectors.  The upgrade project presentation was well received. 
 
Argonne Triennial Recertification of ISO 9001 and 14001 Standards:  During April 30-May 4, 2012, 
Argonne hosted its ISO Registrar (NSF), who conducted the subject recertification.  NSF concluded that 
Argonne continues to manage and operate in accordance with both standards.  The assessment team 
found no major nonconformances and one minor nonconformance, but noted it was previously self-
identified by Argonne.  At the closeout, the NSF team lead commented on the improved execution 
observed over the years.  ASO participated throughout the audit in shadowing interviews and providing 
a “voice of the customer” discussion with NSF. 
 
Energy Science Building (ESB):  ESB construction now stands at 27% complete with continued progress 
on many fronts, but most notably within the mechanical, electrical, piping, and architectural disciplines 
(i.e. installation of metal studs for interior walls, metal elements for support of the first floor soffit, 
ductwork and piping for HVAC systems, plumbing system, fire protection and  electrical).  Exterior 
curtain wall mockups are being installed.  Approximately 70% of structural steel for the penthouse 
equipment room has been delivered to the site and erection is underway.  A “topping off” ceremony is 
planned for May 17, 2012.  SC-31 project sponsors are invited and are tentatively planning to attend. 
 
Material Design Laboratory (MDL):  At the request of SC-31, Argonne and ASO prepared a draft Project 
Data Sheet (PDS) to support PED/Construction of a new research facility at Argonne known as the 
Materials Design Laboratory.  The Mission Need Statement for the MDL was approved on August 27, 
2010, with a preliminary TEC range of $84.5M to $95M. 
 
Advanced Protein Crystallization Facility (APCF):  Argonne continued to complete site preparation tasks 
and is expecting final general contractor proposals by mid-May.  ASO is actively engaged and preparing 
for the procurement review.  ASO representatives attended the APCF Core Team meeting on May 3, 
2012, and Susan Heston introduced Andrew Gabel as the newly assigned Federal Project Director.  Susan 
will stay involved as the Deputy FPD. 
 
Alpha Gamma Hot Cell Facility De-inventory (AGFCF):  On May 4 and May 11, SC-3, ASO Manager, and 
SC-31 Director and staff held meetings with senior leadership within EM to discuss SC’s proposal to 
continue the deinventory of AGHCF to < HazCat 3 by the end of FY2013.  This proposal requires 
supplemental funding from EM, as well as SC contributions from Argonne’s indirect budget.  Another 



meeting is scheduled for May 18th to continue discussions and hopefully reach agreement on a path 
forward.   
 
Representatives from Naval Propulsion Reactors (NPR) and INL recently visited Argonne to benchmark 
Argonne’s ground-breaking waste disposal efforts completed as part of the Nuclear Footprint Reduction 
Project.  Argonne’s experience will help the NPR group with similar work; and INL’s work with sodium 
passivation and verification is expected to help Argonne.  A follow-up meeting will be held in Idaho.  
 
Argonne is approaching the end of the material retrieval process with only a handful of underground 
storage holes yet to be emptied. 
 
Planned Improvements to Argonne’s Chemical Management System:  ASO’s Industrial Hygiene SME 
met with Argonne counterparts to plans to modernizing the Argonne Chemical Management System 
(CMS).  Argonne’s CMS will likely be expanded to include radiological materials and interfaces with the 
Lab’s Emergency Preparedness and Waste Management systems.  In a related matter, ASO is engaged 
with Argonne personnel from its Nuclear Waste Management (NWM) and the FMS Rapid Response 
Team in evaluating the presence of lead, asbestos and mold and making recommendations for 
abatement during the rehab work in some of the 600 area lodging rooms. 

 
Argonne Earth Day Celebration:  Argonne celebrated Earth Day on April 24, 2012.  Numerous federal 
and laboratory employees visited various demonstrations, many of which were related to Argonne’s 
Sustainability Program.  ASO’s Deputy Manager presented Argonne with an HSS Buy Green – Silver Level 
Award, which they earned for green purchases in several areas. 
 
Emergency Management:  ASO’s Emergency Management SME recently accompanied Argonne 
emergency management staff to DuPage County’s Office of Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security on April 23, 2012.  The purpose of the visit was to attend and review the course “Emergency 
Operations Center for Senior Officials” for possible adaptation for use at Argonne.  
 


